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years later when the commissioners entrusted with the compilation of the
Domesday survey visited the district. Hoc e$t wasta was the entry which they
were compelled to make on their scrolls as they progressed from York to Durham.
The north terrorised into submission, William next turned his attention to
the disaffection in the country south of Chester. In the depth of winter he
crossed the Pennines: by his splendid example he shamed his faint-hearted
men into following him over snow-covered tracks, and on the march he lived
as one of them. Once again the sparks of revolt were stamped out and the
lands of the rebels shamelessly harried. William had taught his English
subjects a lesson which they were not likely to forget, and had reduced the
risks of a native uprising against his rule.

On the Continent land was regarded us the basis of military service: in
other words, an estate represented so many armed men, A great continental
landlord therefore had at call a considerable armed force which he could, and
regularly did, use as he thought fit; and the result of this arrangement was
anarchy and private war. William was determined that England should never
know the continental system of feudalism; and he established the salutary
rule that all tenants, whether holding lands directly of him (tenants-in-chief)
or of his tenants-in-chief (tenants-in-mesne), owed the king an unqualified
allegiance. With this object in view he saw to it that the lands granted by way
of rewards to his followers were scattered up and down the country, and not
concentrated in any one district; and in 1086 at a great gmtot at Salisbury he
required all military tenants, whether holding directly or indirectly of him, to
swear a solemn oath of allegiance to the crown. In England there were ready
to hand means to circumscribe these feudal privileges within narrower limits
than was the custom on the continent* The ancient Anglo-Saxon courts of
shire and hundred were admirably suited to check the influence of local mag-
nates, and by a careful appointment of sheriffs the king was able to place in
every shire an officer who would watch over the royal interests,

This new arrangement was not acceptable to the men who had accompanied
William to England. In 1075 he was confronted with a serious outbreak of
baronial resentment, Ralph Guader, Earl of Norfolk, was infuriated because
William had forbidden him to marry the sister of Roger de Breteuil, Earl of
Hereford; and taking advantage of the king's absence in Normandy and
winning Waltheof over to their side the two earls took up arms to defy the
king* But the native English rallied immediately to the Government's support:
in nine years they had learnt that no matter how harsh the rule of William
might be it was to be preferred to the baronial lawlessness for which Norfolk
and Hereford were fighting; and this connection between the central govern*
ment and the native English was an important factor in the policy of the Norman
kings as it affected their relations with their barons. It was not a banned
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